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GM position statement on the use of generic levetiracetam 

For new patients: Clinicians should initiate the generic version of levetiracetam for all patients unless 

there is a compelling clinical reason for deviation from this treatment pathway. 

For existing patients: Clinicians are advised to review and consider switching branded levetiracetam 

products to the generic version unless this switch will result in a negative effect in the patient’s care (for 

example: reduce adherence, increase anxiety, confusion and dosing errors). 

 A generic medicine contains the same quantity of active substance(s) as the proprietary medicine 

that originally received marking authorisation. Generic medicines are overall less expensive to the 

NHS. Their appropriate use, instead of branded medicines, delivers considerable cost savings.  

 Traditionally, antiepileptic drugs (AED) have a narrow therapeutic index, and this has led to 

concerns about switching between different manufacturer’s products.  

 The Commission of Human Medicines (CHM) have issued advice about switching between 

different manufacturer’s products of oral AEDs in view of these concerns: https://www.gov.uk/drug-

safety-update/antiepileptic-drugs-updated-advice-on-switching-between-different-manufacturers-

products  

 They have concluded that Levetiracetam lies within Category 3, which means the potential for 

clinically relevant differences to exist between different manufacturers’ product is considered to be 

extremely low. 

 For these drugs, it is usually unnecessary to ensure that patients are maintained on a specific 

manufacturer’s product unless there are specific reasons such as patient anxiety, risk of confusion 

or dosing errors.   

 Please see below for price comparison between branded and generic products*: 

Product (Pack size) Keppra Generic levetiracetam 

250mg tablets (60) £28.01 £1.72 

500mg tablets (60) £49.32 £4.95 

750mg tablets (60) £84.02 £3.73 

1g tablets (60) £95.34 £4.75 

100mg/ml oral solution (300) £66.95 £4.53 

*Generic prices taken from Drug Tariff & branded Keppra prices from dm+d September 2025  

 The Manchester Centre for Clinical Neurosciences (MCCN) at the Northern Care Alliance (NCA) 

has advised that it is not necessary to maintain a patient on specific manufacturer’s product and 

that the switching of Keppra brand to generic Levetiracetam is acceptable and safe clinical practice 

for the following reasons: 

1. Levetiracetam’s therapeutic index is not narrow. 

2. The dose-response curves for efficacy are not steep. 

3. The potential for clinically relevant differences between different manufacturers’ products is 

considered to be extremely low. 

4. Therapeutic equivalence between branded and generic product (and between different 

generics) can be assumed. 

 The NCA Medicines Optimisation Group has endorsed Manchester Centre for Clinical 

Neurosciences advice on the use of generic levetiracetam. 

 The NCA have agreed to stop using “Keppra” as a shorthand for levetiracetam in all of their 

correspondence. 

 Where the Keppra brand is required, there will be a clear rationale in correspondence of why this is 

necessary. 

https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/antiepileptic-drugs-updated-advice-on-switching-between-different-manufacturers-products
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/antiepileptic-drugs-updated-advice-on-switching-between-different-manufacturers-products
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/antiepileptic-drugs-updated-advice-on-switching-between-different-manufacturers-products

