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NHS Greater Manchester Position Statement on the Use of Safety Pen Needles and
Lancets

1. Purpose

To provide clear guidance on the prescribing and use of safety pen needles and lancets
across NHS Greater Manchester, ensuring safe practice, cost-effectiveness, and alignment
with national and regional policy.

2. Background

Safety pen needles and lancets are designed to reduce the risk of needlestick injuries,
particularly in settings where blood glucose testing takes place or insulin or GLP-1 receptor
agonists are administered by healthcare professionals or carers. However, their routine
prescribing on FP10 is not recommended due to cost and limited clinical justification in most
cases.

NHS Greater Manchester has spent £1,224,000 on pen needles in the past 12 months, with
27% (£336,135.94) of that spend on safety needles with an additional £8,100 spent on safety
lancets'. This highlights the significant financial impact of safer sharps on the overall budget.

3. Position Statement
Safety pen needles and lancets should not be routinely prescribed on FP10 for use by
healthcare professionals, employees or patients.

Where injectables are administered by healthcare professionals or employees, it is the
employer’s responsibility to provide safer sharps where required for staff safety’.

Safety needles and lancets are significantly more expensive than standard needles and
lancets and should only be prescribed on FP10 in exceptional circumstances, such as in the
circumstances below.

e Prisoners who self-inject in settings without clinical oversight.

e Patients whose injectable medication is administered by a non-professional carer, AND
where the prescriber has identified a specific sharps-injury risk following an individual risk
assessment. This may include patients where there is:

o A high risk of needlestick injuries
o A known risk of infectious disease transmission
o The potential for inappropriate disposal of sharps (e.g. use for children at school)

All other patients, including those who self-administer, should be prescribed standard pen
needles and lancets unless a specific clinical need is identified.
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4. Product Selection

Where it is clinically necessary for Safety pen needles

or lancets to be prescribed, prescribers should select cost-effective brands listed in the NHS
Drug Tariff, ideally costing less than £15 per 100 for needles or less than £6 per 100 for
lancets.

The 4mm needle is considered the safest and most effective for most patients, including
children and adults of all body types. The gauge size denotes needle thickness, the lower the
gauge number the thicker the needle. Gauges range from 29 (thickest) to 32 (thinnest). FIT
UK advise that needles of shorter length and highest gauge minimises pain on injection.
However, needle gauge does not affect insulin absorption or administration technique. For
most patients the standard gauge is unlikely to be an issue, and the Diabetes Service has
agreed that small changes in gauge are acceptable when switching to a more cost-effective
brand.

Patients using longer needles (6mm, 8mm, 12mm) should be reviewed and switched to 4mm
or 5mm where appropriate, with training on correct injection technique.

Preferred brands should be compatible with all major insulin and GLP-1 pens and meet safety
and usability standards.

The table below shows the safety pen needle products available and prices as at June 2025

Product pack of 100 Price
4mm/31

Apollo Pro-Shield Safety Pen Needles gauge £9.95
5mm/30

Apollo Pro-Shield Safety Pen Needles gauge £9.95
8mm/30

Apollo Pro-Shield Safety Pen Needles gauge £9.95
6mm/31

Dropsafe Safety Pen Needles gauge £11.95
8mm/31

Dropsafe Safety Pen Needles gauge £11.95
5mm/30

Microdot Max Safety Pen Needles gauge £12.89
5mm/30

GlucoRx Safety Pen Needles gauge £12.95
8mm/30

GlucoRx Safety Pen Needles gauge £12.95
5mm/31

Neon Verifine Safety gauge £14.89
8mm/30

Neon Verifine Safety gauge £14.89
5mm/30

Microdot Safety Pen Needles gauge £17.00
4mm/31

GlucoRx Dual-Safe Pen Needles gauge £19.95
5mm/31

GlucoRx Dual-Safe Pen Needles gauge £19.95
5mm/30

Unifine SafeControl Safety Pen Needles gauge £22.00
8mm/30

Unifine SafeControl Safety Pen Needles gauge £22.00
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8mm/30

NovoFine Autocover gauge £22.28
4mm/31

Microdot Dual Safety Pen Needles gauge £22.95
5mm/30

BD AutoShield Duo gauge £25.00
4mm/32

Unifine SafeControl Safety Pen Needles gauge £25.00

Most suitable for prescribing

Less Suitable prescribing due to cost

Less Suitable for prescribing due to
needle length

The table below shows the safety lancet products available and prices as at June 2025

Product Name

Gauge

Price

Apollo BV Safety Lancets

1.8mm/26 gauge

£2.75

Apollo BV Safety Lancets

1.8mm/28 gauge

£2.75

Apollo BV Safety Lancets

1.8mm/30 gauge

£2.75

Neon Verifine Safety Lancets

1.8mm/23 gauge

£2.99

Neon Verifine Safety Lancets

1.8mm/28 gauge

£2.99

Neon Verifine Safety Lancets

1.8mm/30 gauge

£2.99

Neon Verifine Safety Lancets

2.4mm/21 gauge

£2.99

Apollo Pressure-Activated Safety
Lancets

1.8mm/26 gauge

£4.50

Apollo Pressure-Activated Safety
Lancets

1.8mm/28 gauge

£4.50

GlucoRx Safety Lancets

1.6mm/30 gauge

£5.50

GlucoRx Safety Lancets

1.8mm/28 gauge

£5.50

GlucoRx Safety Lancets

1.8mm/26 gauge

£5.50

GlucoRx Safety Lancets

2.2mm/23 gauge

£5.50

Vitrex Lite Ill Safety Lancets

1.8mm/18 gauge

£5.70

Vitrex Lite 11l Safety Lancets

1.8mm/21 gauge

£5.70

Vitrex Lite Ill Safety Lancets

1.8mm/26 gauge

£5.70

Vitrex Lite 11l Safety Lancets

1.8mm/28 gauge

£5.70

Vitrex Lite Ill Safety Lancets

2.4mm/21 gauge

£5.70

Vitrex Lite 11l Safety Lancets

2.4mm/26 gauge

£5.70

On Call Safety Lancets |

1.8mm/28 gauge

£6.00

Safe-T-Lance Plus

1.8mm/18 gauge

£9.00

Safe-T-Lance Plus

1.4mm/25 gauge

£9.82

Safe-T-Lance Plus

1.6mm/28 gauge

£9.82

Safe-T-Lance Plus

1.8mm/21 gauge

£9.82

Apollo Tri-Plus Safety Lancets

1.3mm/1.8mm/2.3mm /23

gauge

£9.95
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1.3mm/1.8mm/2.3mm /28
Apollo Tri-Plus Safety Lancets gauge £9.95
Sarstedt Safety Lancets 1.6mm/28 gauge £10.92
Sarstedt Safety Lancets 1.8mm/21 gauge £10.92
Sarstedt Safety Lancets 1.8mm/18 gauge £10.92
Mylife Safety Comfort lancets 0.32mm/30 gauge £12.00
Mylife Safety lancets 0.36mm/28 gauge £12.00

Most Suitable for prescribing®

Suitable for prescribing
Less Suitable for prescribing due to

cost
* as per NHSE Commissioning recommendations following the national assessment of blood glucose and ketone meters, testing
strips and lancets’

5. Disposal

Ensure people are educated on the safe disposal of needles using a sharps bin. Sharps bins
can be prescribed on NHS prescription. Sharpsguard® yellow 1 Litre/ Sharpsafe® yellow 1
Litre are suitable for insulin and GLP-1 agonist needles and lancets.

The mechanism for the disposal of full sharps bins varies depending on local arrangements as
each local authority has different arrangements.

Local authorities have responsibility for removal of domestic clinical waste, although they can
make a charge.

Many Household Waste Recycling facilities, GP Practices and Pharmacies across Greater
Manchester will generally accept sealed Sharps bins for safe disposal. Some may provide this
service for free, whilst others may charge a fee. It is best to contact the provider beforehand to
confirm the arrangements.

Some local councils offer collection services for sharps. Enquire with local councils directly to
see if they provide this service and if there is a charge.

Due to the differing commissioning arrangements across GM localities in how patients can
dispose of their sharps, this is currently being reviewed.

6. Implementation
Prescribers should review patients currently prescribed safety pen needles and lancets and
deprescribe where not clinically justified.

Ensure that the quantities on the prescription are appropriate, that the product is added to the
repeat or variable repeat and in line with the frequency of dosing.

Remember to remove any old products from repeat prescription if the product has been
changed.

Where standard pen needles need to be prescribed in place of safety pen needles, NHS
guidelines recommend that 4mm or 5mm needles are prescribed a cost of no more than £5
per 100 and for lancets £6 or less per 100.
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7. Review
This position will be reviewed every three years or sooner if national guidance changes.
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