
 

  0 

 

Subject: Incretin therapies (GLP-1 receptor agonists and tirzepatide) – Greater Manchester position and 
next steps 

 

 

11th June 2026 

Dear colleagues, 

The GMMMG is aware of several recent developments relating to incretin therapies. These include the 
February 2026 update to NICE NG28: Type 2 diabetes in adults: management, publication of NICE TA1152: 
semaglutide (Wegovy®) for reducing cardiovascular risk (7 May 2026), licence changes for both Ozempic® 
and Wegovy® to include higher doses (2mg and 7.2mg respectively), and changes to the Quality and 
Outcomes Framework indicators for 2026/27, which now include two obesity indicators. 

We recognise that, taken together, these developments are generating significant clinical interest and that 
services and patients may be seeking clarity regarding access. This letter summarises the current Greater 
Manchester position and outlines the next steps. 

Current Greater Manchester position 

GMMMG has recently approved a system-wide Incretin Therapy Position Statement, which sets out the 
current commissioning arrangements and eligibility criteria for incretin therapies. There has been no 
immediate change to commissioning arrangements following publication of NG28 or TA1152. 

Further discussion on implementation of NG28 and development of a Greater Manchester type 2 diabetes 
pathway is scheduled through the GM Diabetes Oversight Group and Clinical Reference Group. Please also 
refer to the GMMMG Interim Position for NICE NG28. 

NICE TA1152: Semaglutide for reducing the risk of major adverse cardiovascular events in people with 
cardiovascular disease and overweight or obesity 

NICE TA1152 introduces a new indication for incretin therapy (Wegovy®) that sits outside existing 
commissioning pathways and current therapeutic use. At present, this indication has not been adopted 
within Greater Manchester commissioning arrangements. Adoption of NICE TA1152 will follow established 
GM governance processes. An initial Clinical Reference Group discussion has taken place 9th June, and a 
formal six-week consultation process will be opened here imminently. This will enable providers and 
clinicians across all settings to comment on implementation options, provide estimates of patient numbers, 
identify any system risks or capacity constraints, and inform the future prescribing pathway. 

While there is a 90-day period for NHS organisations to implement NICE technology appraisals, the precise 
timescales for Greater Manchester adoption and incorporation onto the GMMMG formulary cannot be pre-
empted. Initiation of incretin therapy in one setting has implications across care pathways, and appropriate 
consideration of capacity and delivery models is required to ensure prescribing remains safe and pathways 
are sustainable. 

 

https://gmmmg.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/GMMMG-Incretin-statement-March-26-final-for-web.pdf
https://gmmmg.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/GMMMG-NG28-holding-statement-March-26-final-for-web.pdf
https://gmmmg.nhs.uk/consultations/
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Ozempic® and Wegovy®: changes to maximum licensed dose 

Colleagues may be aware that licence changes have recently been granted for Ozempic® 2mg and Wegovy® 
7.2mg. These products have a higher acquisition cost than the doses currently approved within the Greater 
Manchester pathway and they have not been adopted through GM governance processes.  

The maximum approved dose of Ozempic® within the current Greater Manchester type 2 diabetes pathway is 
1mg (See the GMMMG formulary and page 5 of the Incretin Therapy Position Statement).  

The maximum dose of Wegovy® for weight management remains 2.4mg, with prescribing currently restricted 
to specialist weight management services.  There is a NICE TA in development which will evaluate the cost-
effectiveness of Wegovy®7.2mg for managing overweight and obesity [TA11920].  As per established GM 
governance processes prescribing must not occur in advance of publication and subsequent adoption into 
the GMMMG formulary. 

Primary care Weight Management Services 

Further updates on the developing primary care weight management service offer will be shared directly 
once confirmed through the relevant governance routes.  

For reference, information regarding the current GM Primary Care Weight Management Service is available 
via the dedicated ICB weight management web page.  This outlines the current GM position, eligibility criteria 
and prioritised patient cohorts.  

Next steps 

We recognise the strength of feeling regarding access to incretin therapies and will continue to engage with 
provider organisations, clinical teams and system partners as implementation planning progresses. In the 
interim, we ask for your continued support in following current Greater Manchester criteria and in 
maintaining equitable access for patients across services.   

 

Thank you for your ongoing support and collaboration. 

Yours sincerely, 
 
Kenny Li, 
Chief Pharmacist, NHS Greater Manchester 

Chair of the GMMMG 
On behalf of GMMMG 

 
For any queries, please contact the professional secretariat at: nuth.enquiries.gmmmg@nhs.net 

 
  

 
 

https://www.greatermanchesterformulary.nhs.uk/default.asp
https://gmintegratedcare.org.uk/weight-management-in-greater-manchester/
mailto:nuth.enquiries.gmmmg@nhs.net

